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    Commissioners: Bob Proud, Scott Croswell, and Ed Humphrey

Dear Fellow Citizens,

Thank you for giving us the opportunity to serve you in 2008; we hope that your inter-
action with county government has been a positive experience.  

As the new year approaches, we are actively working with other elected officials to pro-
vide you with quality service, at the lowest possible cost.  In county government, we are 
tightening our belts, just as you are at home.  For many months, we have been explor-
ing new and creative ways to consolidate and streamline local government operations, 
as we weather tight economic times.  Because we have been fiscally conservative over 
the years, we are not facing as severe a situation as many other local governments.

In Clermont County, we have much to be thankful for this holiday season.  County 
economic development efforts have been successful, attracting the attention of several 
new businesses; additionally, many of our homegrown local businesses are flourishing 
and expanding.  Through public and private partnerships, numerous roadway and in-
frastructure improvements are underway as we continue building for the future of this 
great community we call home.

As you gather with family and friends throughout this joyous time of the year, we encourage you to keep a 
candle burning brightly for our troops spending another holiday season away from their loved ones.  In the 
spirit of the season, let us also remember the less fortunate, and do what we can to lend them a helping hand.

Merry Christmas and best wishes to you and your family for a happy, healthy, and prosperous 2009!

The Board of Clermont County Commissioners,

Bob Proud                     Scott Croswell                    Ed Humphrey



  

All meetings are held in the 
third floor session room of the 
Clermont County Administra-
tion Building located at 101 
E. Main Street in Batavia.  
Call (513) 732-7300 for ad-
ditional information.

December
Commissioner Sessions

Commissioner Humphrey Looks Forward to New Tasks

Tuesday, Dec. 2         1 p.m.  
Wednesday, Dec. 3    1 p.m.
Thursday, Dec. 11     1 p.m.
Tuesday, Dec. 16       1 p.m.
Wednesday, Dec. 17  1 p.m.

Adopt-a-Senior
Clermont Senior Services needs 
your help to make the holidays 
a little brighter for many senior 
citizens.  The Adopt-a-Senior 
program matches needy seniors 
with donors; the gifts are de-
livered in mid-December. The 
seniors’ needs are basic; items 
they need include dish washing 
liquid, soap, and sheets.”

If you can Adopt-a-Senior this 
holiday season or would like 
to make a donation to the gift 
pantry, e-mail sbrumagem@
clermontseniors.com.

Ed Humphrey has spent most of 
his life involved in community 
service; as a child he volun-
teered for the fire department, 
later becoming a firefighter/
paramedic and chief of Miamiv-
ille Fire and EMS.  For the past 
19 years, Humphrey has served 
as a Miami Township trustee.  
Humphrey brings all of that 
service into his new role as a 
Clermont County commissioner.  
“This is a difficult period for the 
county,” said Humphrey.  “Sales 
tax is down, and county gov-
ernment has to decide how to 
provide services to citizens with 
a reduced budget.  While the 
task is difficult, I am pleased to 
see how well all elected offi-
cials work together to creatively 
come up with solutions to this 
situation.”

Humphrey says he is proud to 
call Clermont County home.  
“This county has urban and 

rural communities, good schools, 
friendly people, and a strong 
commitment to economic devel-
opment,” he said.  “As a commis-
sioner, I look forward to helping 
small and medium businesses grow 
and to continue the work underway 
by the Transportation Improve-
ment District making our roadways 
easier to navigate.”  He says that 
while hike and bike pathways are 
springing up across the area, giving 
us more options to travel, he would 
expect that within the next 20 years 
we’ll also see commuter trains 
linking the county with Cincinnati.

Commissioners Bob Proud and 
Scott Croswell are credited with 
helping Humphrey get up to speed 
on a number of county projects.  “I 
encourage citizens to contact me 
with their comments and sugges-
tions,” he said.  His e-mail is ehu-
mphrey@co.clermont.oh.us.



Auction Benefits Needy Clermont Animals

Municipal Court Judge James Shriver and 
Commissioner Bob Proud enjoy checking 
out all the auction items!

A large crowd turned out 
for the annual Clermont 
County Humane Society 
dinner and auction held 
at the Norlyn Manor in 
Batavia on Saturday, 
November 8, 2008.  
Many interesting items 
were on display for the 
silent auction, includ-
ing a Cincinnati Bengals 
snowman, pet supply 
baskets, and restaurant 
gift certificates.

Maintain air filters and 1. 
HVAC equipment

Well-maintained equipment 
runs more efficiently, so change 
your air filter monthly or as 
needed and tune up your HVAC 
equipment yearly.

Set your thermostat as low 2. 
as is comfortable

Roll temperatures back by 10 to 
15 degrees Fahrenheit before bed 
and before leaving for work.

Reduce air leaks (can save 3. 
up to 10 percent on energy 
bills)

Seal doors and windows with 
weather stripping or caulk.  Tape 
clear plastic film to the inside of 
window frames to further reduce 
leaks, and consider installing in-
sulated curtains or blinds.

Take advantage of the sun’s 4. 
heat and light

Keep your south-facing windows 
clean.  Open curtains on south-
facing windows during the day 
and close all curtains at night.

10 Tips to Cut Winter Energy Costs
By: Scot Lahrmer, Ass’t County Administrator

Add insulation to your attic5. 

With the right safety practices, 
this can be a do-it-yourself proj-
ect.

Turn down the tem-6. 
perature on water heat-
ers and provide good 
insulation

Most water heaters are set to 140 
degrees Fahrenheit, but at 115 to 
120 degrees Fahrenheit you’ll still 
have plenty of hot water.  Insulate 
hot water pipes and, if your water 
heater is over 7 years old, consider 
a “wrap” to insulate the tank.  Also 
consider heat traps on water heater 
tanks, timers that use off-peak power 
for electric water heaters, hot water 
recirculation loops, and drain-water 
heat recovery systems.

Fireplace efficiency7. 

Plug and seal the chimney flue of 
fireplaces that are never used.
When using fireplaces, keep the 
damper closed unless a fire is going 
and make sure the damper is as 
snug as possible.  Caulk around the 
fireplace hearth.  Consider installing 
tempered glass doors and heat-

exchanger system to blow warm 
air back into the room.  When 
a fire is lit, open dampers or 

open nearest window about 
an inch, close doors leading 
into the room, and lower 
your thermostat to below 50 
degrees and 55 degrees.

Wood and pellet 8. 
 burning heaters

Clean the flue vent regularly 
and the inside of the appliance 
periodically with a wire brush.

Unplug electronics and ap-9. 
pliances when not in use

Use multiple-outlet strips so you 
can turn everything off with one 
flip of a switch.

Replace incandescent bulbs 10. 
with compact fluorescent 
bulbs (CFLs)

Lighting makes up about 10 per-
cent of home energy costs, and 
CFLs can save up to 75 percent 
of that energy.  They also last 
longer, saving money on replace-
ments.

Proceeds from the dinner and 
auction provide care and com-
fort to the homeless animals of 
Clermont County.  Plans are al-
ready underway for next year’s 
event, scheduled for Saturday, 
November 7, 2009.  Circle the 
date on next year’s calendar!

Over 1.76 billion candy 
canes will be produced 
this holiday season!



If you didn’t attend the first 
ever Clermont County Mock-
tail competition at the Medical 
Social Services Building confer-
ence room on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 2, you really missed a fun 
and informative kick-off for the 
holiday season.  The event was 
sponsored by Clermont Safe 
Communities, with assistance 
from the Office of Public Infor-
mation, to draw attention to the 
importance of offering non-
alcoholic drinks to your guests 
this holiday season.

Last year, almost 13,000 people 
died in alcohol related car 
crashes.  

The Mocktail Ma-
nia competition 
invited county 
agencies to come 
up with a non-al-
coholic drink and 
create a display 
that illustrates the 
dangers of drink-
ing and driving.  
Participating 
agencies in-
cluded: Clermont 
County Munici-
pal Court, Mental 
Health and Re-
covery Board, Office of Public 
Information, Rumpke Trans-
portation, Clermont County 
Public Library, Clermont Gen-
eral Health District, Clermont 
Educational Service Center, 
Clermont County WIC, OSU 
Extension Clermont, Clermont 

Clermont Public Library is the Toast of Clermont County
Mocktail Mania Stirs Excitement in Clermont County!

Recovery Center, 
Mercy Hospital 
Clermont, and 
Clermont Safe 
Communities.  

Judges for the 
competition were 
Commissioner 
Bob Proud, Ohio 
State Highway 
Patrol-Batavia 
Post Commander 
Lt. Randy McEl-
fresh, Lt. Randy 
Harvey with the 
Clermont County 
Sheriff’s Office, 
Kathryn Cosse with the Commu-

nity Press, and 
Michael Bradley 
with the Cler-
mont Sun.

The Clermont 
County Public 
Library won the 
coveted Toast 
of the County 
traveling trophy 
for their Dewey 
Decimator; the 

Mental Health 
and Recovery 
Board won the 
Best Drinking and 

Driving Message with the Frozen 
Pomerita; the Clermont General 
Health District picked up Most 
Creative Display for the Lemon 
Loo and the award for People’s 
Choice went to the Clermont 
Educational Service Center for the 
Mango Tango! 

Martha Enriquez with Clermont Safe Communi-
ties presents the Toast of the County award to the 
Clermont County Public Library

Commissioner Proud gets a little 
whipped cream on his nose and 
mustache while sampling the 
drinks!

All the recipes were wonderful 
and we can hardly wait to see 
what delicious concoctions are 
whipped up next year!

Lt. Randy Harvey from the 
Sheriff’s Office nibbles on a 
candy cane while sampling the 
Peppermint Pow drink



Mocktail Mania Recipes!
Lemon Loo 

By: General Health District

2 six ounce cans orange juice
2 six ounce cans lemon juice
6 cups water
1 46-ounce can pineapple juice
1 cup sugar
Chocolate covered marshmal-
lows (floaters)
Tootsie rolls (sinkers)

Mix ingredients; add floaters 
and sinkers to each serving!

The Mango Tango 
By: Educational Service Center

6 bananas
1 cup lime juice
1 cup sugar
1 can pineapple juice (44 ounc-
es)
12 ounces mango nectar 
32 ounces 7-up

Blend together bananas, lime 
juice, and sugar.  Add remain-
ing ingredients.  Pour over ice 
and serve with banana and lime 
slices.

Pina Colada Punch 
By: Clermont County WIC

46 ounces chilled pineapple juice
15 ounces coconut cream
1 Tbsp. coconut syrup
1 Tbsp. cinnamon
2 liters chilled pineapple soda
1 pint vanilla ice cream

Frozen Pomerita 
By: Clermont County Mental Health 

and Recovery Board

6 tsp. pomegranate syrup
¼ cup pomegranate juice
¼ cup 7-up
Ice
Orange zest

Blend ingredients until smooth; 
garnish with orange slice.  Rim 
glass with peppermint sugar and 
enjoy!

Virgin Pina Colada 
By: Clermont Recovery Center

7 ounces pineapple juice
2 ounces coconut cream
1 cup crushed ice

Add the pineapple juice, coco-
nut cream, and crushed ice to 
blender; blend at high speed.  
Pour into a Collins glass; gar-
nish with a maraschino cherry 
and pineapple wedge.

Gar-bage Juice 
By: Rumpke

2 liters ginger ale
1 can (46 ounces) pineapple 
juice
1 bottle (64 ounces) white grape 
juice

Combine ingredients into a 
large punch bowl and enjoy the 
incredible taste of Gar-bage 
Juice!



Brutus’ Brew 
By: OSU Extension Clermont

1 ½ cups pineapple juice
1 banana
1 cup frozen strawberries
1 six ounce can of orange juice 
concentrate
1 Tbsp. lemon juice
12 ounce bottle lemon lime 
soda, or diet lemon lime soda

Mix all ingredients except soda 
in a blender until well mixed.  
Pour into a mold and place in 
the freezer until frozen.  In a 
punch bowl, pour 12 ounces 
of lemon lime soda.  Separate 
frozen fruit ring from mold, and 
place into punch bowl.  Garnish 
with strawberries, blueberries, 
or any other fruit you like.

Michael Bradley with the Cler-
mont Sun samples one of the 
Mocktails

The Dewey Decimator 
By: Clermont County Public Library

4 ounces pomegranate juice
2 ounces pomegranate 7-up
2 ounces ginger ale
2 Tbsp. lime juice

Mix ingredients and enjoy!

Seatbelt Shooter 
By: Municipal Court

3 ounces grape juice
6 ounces ginger ale
Splash of lime juice
Lime wedges
Ice

Combine all ingredients over ice in 
tall glass; garnish with lime wedge.

Pharmafrost 
By: Mercy Hospital Clermont

1 bottle Pina Colada mix
1 quart softened vanilla ice cream
1 quart pineapple juice

Mix all ingredients in blender 
until smooth.  Freeze overnight.  
Thaw briefly and serve with 
Sprite.

Peppermint Pow! 
By: Clermont Office of Public 

Information

1 can hot chocolate mix
Milk or water
Peppermint extract, to taste
Whipped cream
1 box Hershey’s mint chocolate 
candy canes, crushed
1 package mini candy canes

In a pan or crockpot, mix 3 
Tbsp. hot chocolate mix for 
every 8 ounces of milk or water.  
Add peppermint extract to taste; 
heat until nearly boiling.  Pour 
into small glasses; add whipped 
cream on top.  Sprinkle crushed 
mint chocolate candy canes on 
top; garnish with small candy 
canes.

Kathryn Cosse with the 
Community Press enjoys this 
assignment!



Quick and Easy Life Saving Holiday Gifts for Pets 
By: Bonnie Morrison, Tri State CART

As the season of giving is upon 
us, the Tri State County Animal 
Response Team (CART) would 
like to offer a suggestion for a 
personal and possible life saving 
holiday gift.  Put 
together a disaster 
“go kit” for your 
loved ones and 
their companion 
pets.  This is easy,  
inexpensive, and 
a well appreciated 
item.  Anything 
can happen, from 
ice storms, power 
outages, even  
hurricanes like 
Ike, which made 
its way here.  Preparedness is the 
only thing we have control over, 
so let’s band together to help make 
Clermont County the model for the 

safest community in Ohio. 
Start with a container.  It could be a 
used gym bag, school bag, large purse, 
or even a bowling ball bag.  Fill it with 
a flashlight, extra batteries, whistle, 

flat tire repair kit, copies 
of current medical, 
prescription, and vaccination 
records for both owner and 
pet, a list of out-of-state 
telephone contacts and 
facilities/motels that accept 
pets, human first aid kit, 
non-perishable food items, 
and water.  For a pet owner, 
add a carrier with bedding, 
plastic bags, paper towels, 
extra collar, leash or harness, 
muzzle, ID tags, blankets, 

toys, pet food, and can opener.  Add 
to the first aid kit a small bottle of 
eye wash, a syringe for force feeding, 
tweezers, and peroxide to help induce 

vomiting.  The most important 
thing you can include is a good 
photo of the owner with their pet. 
  
All of these items are inexpensive 
and easily obtained.  The “go kit” 
should be stored where it is easily 
accessible if your loved one needs 
to evacuate or shelter in place.  
For more information about 
disaster preparedness and “go kit” 
items, go to www.TriStateCART.
com. 
  
Other suggestions for Christmas 
gifts for your pet loving family 
and friends are a gift certificate 
from their veterinarian to have 
their pets micro-chipped, spayed, 
or neutered.  

 

On Friday, November 7, profes-
sional planners and students 
gathered in New Richmond to 
mark World Town Planning 
Day; the event is marked in 30 
countries on four continents.  
The day recognized and pro-
moted the role of planning in 
creating livable communities.

Those attending the event in-
cluded: New Richmond Mayor 
Ramona Carr, New Richmond 
Administrator Dave Kennedy, 
Clermont County Planning 
Department personnel Tim 
Hershner and Christine Cel-

sor, Miami Township Community 
Development Director 
Larry Fronk, Clermont 
Planning Commission 
member Andy Johns, 
and Renaissance 
New Richmond 
members Cheryl 
Crowell and Chris 
Smith.

Clermont Leaders Observe World Planning Day 
at New Richmond Gathering 



On Patrol
“Buckle Up Every Trip, Every Time”

By: Lt. Randy McElfresh, Batavia Post, Ohio State Highway Patrol 

The holiday season should be 
a joyous time for all families 
in Ohio, but far too often the 
celebration turns to tragedy 
on our state’s highways.  

I hope that everyone 
driving on our area roads 
this holiday season does 
so carefully, defensively, 
does not drive impaired, 
and most importantly, buckles up 
each and every trip. 

To lose a loved one is a terrible 
thing to experience, especially 
during one of America’s family 
holidays, but to lose one’s life 
when it might have been saved 
by taking two seconds to buckle 
a seat belt is truly senseless. 
When you’re in your vehicle, 
whether for long trips or short, 
please remember to buckle up 
every trip, every time.

In November, the Ohio State 
Highway Patrol celebrated its 
75th Anniversary of professional 
traffic safety services to the 
citizens of this state.

Since 1933 our core foundation 
has been rooted in the mission 
to save lives. I am proud to 
say that heading into the year-
end holiday season we are on 
the threshold of an historic 
achievement in terms of traffic 
fatality reduction in Ohio.

I am asked by people all the time 
how and why traffic fatalities are 

trending down so significantly.
Certainly factors like higher fuel 
prices, fewer miles being driven, 

safer vehicles, and better 
first responder emergency 
services play a part. I 
also believe Ohio’s traffic 
fatality total at the end of 
this year will be at an all-
time low because Ohio 
motorists are making safe, 

responsible decisions that are 
resulting in life-saving differences.

One key place we continue to 
see improvement is in the area 
of safety belt usage. Regular 
safety belt use is the single most 
effective way to protect people 
and reduce fatalities in motor 
vehicle crashes, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration. Research has 
shown that when lap and shoulder 
belts are used properly, the risk of 
fatal injury to front seat passengers 
is reduced by 45 percent, and the 
risk of moderate to serious injury is 
reduced by 50 percent.

The state troopers and staff of 
the Ohio State Highway Patrol’s 
Batavia Post wish everyone a 
safe and happy holiday season.  
As always, please remember to 
continue using 1-877-7-PATROL 
to report dangerous drivers or 
stranded motorists, or 1-800-GRAB 
DUI to report impaired drivers. For 
more information about highway 
safety during the holidays, please 
visit our Web site www.statepatrol.
ohio.gov.

Rudolph was created in the 
1930’s for a Montgomery 
Ward holiday promotion.

Cell Phones Can 
Save Lives

Kirsten Eismin with the YWCA 
battered women’s shelter, House 
of Peace, picks up a box of old 
Clermont County cell phones.

The phones will be repro-
grammed to dial only 9-1-1 and 
will be given to families at the 
Clermont shelter.

The shelter serves over 300 
women and children each year.  
“We strive to empower the 
victims of domestic violence 
to regain their own lives,” said 
Eismin.



December Park Events
By: Keith Robinson, Park District

Owl Prowl
Friday, December 12, 6:30 p.m. – Sycamore Park
Owls are amazing predators and perfectly 
adapted for a nocturnal lifestyle.  Discover how 
well adapted these birds are, then follow the 
naturalist along the paved walking trail as we 
look and listen for signs of these owls.  Meet at 
the information kiosk.

Holiday Wreath Making
Wednesday, December 17, 7 p.m. – Hartman Log Cabin

Create and decorate your own wreath from the 
invasive honeysuckle found in our parks.  Each 
participant will make their own wreath to take home 
– a hand-crafted decoration for the holiday season!  
Due to the materials and preparation involved, 
this program has a nominal fee of $3 per wreath.  

Participants must register by December 12; call (513) 876-9013 to 
sign up.

Winter Bugs
Tuesday, December 30, 3 p.m. – Sycamore Park
Search high and low, under rocks and beneath 
leaves.  Don’t worry – the bugs are still here!  
Become an insect sleuth and investigate where 
bugs are hiding through the cold.  See what 
creatures will be found, and learn how different 
insects spend the winter.

If you received all 
the gifts in the song 
“The Twelve Days 

of Christmas,” you would 
receive 364 presents. 

The Clermont County General 
Health District is offering ap-
pointments for flu shots at the 
Health District’s Nursing Divi-
sion offices in Batavia, located 
at 2400 Clermont Center Drive, 
Suite 200.  The shots cost $15; 
Medicare Part B, Ohio Med-
icaid, and Caresource will be 
accepted.  To schedule an ap-
pointment, call (513) 735-8400; 

Not Too Late for a Flu Shot!
appointments are available through 
December 31, 2008.

Winterize Your Car

Prepare a winter emergency kit 
for each vehicle your family 
drives and keep it in the trunk.  
Kits should include:

Two blankets or sleeping • 
bags
Waterproof matches and • 
candles
Extra clothing, especially • 
boots, mittens, and hats
Dry food rations, like rai-• 
sins, nuts, and candy
Flashlight with spare batter-• 
ies
First aid kit and a supply of • 
necessary medications
Emergency flares• 
Cell phone and vehicle bat-• 
tery charger
A brightly colored cloth to • 
use as a signal for assistance
A steel shovel and rope to • 
use as a lifeline
A few large plastic garbage • 
bags, which take up little 
space, but could be used as 
insulation to block the wind 
if forced to leave a stranded 
vehicle



 
Clermont 

Animal Shelter
732-8854

Animals Awaiting Adoption at Clermont Animal Shelter

Cindy Lou Who Rudolph Clarissa

Charlie Seven Flash

Kris Zoe Malcolm

Sunshine



By: Tammy Craig, Clermont Library

In an effort 
to solicit 
cash to pay 
for a charity 
Christmas 
dinner in 

1891, a large crabpot was set 
down on a San Francisco 
street, becoming the first 
Salvation Army collection 
kettle. 

Winter Wonderland
Thursday, December 11, 11 a.m. – Union Township Branch
Pre-schoolers and parents are invited to make crafts and listen to holiday stories told 
by the Dreamweaver Storytelling Troupe.  For more information or to register, call 
(513) 528-1744.

Gift Wrap Swap
Saturday, December 13, 9 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. – Bethel Branch
Adults can bring their unwrapped gifts and a roll of wrapping paper to share.  For 
more information, call (513) 734-2619.

Gingerbread House Decorating
All Branches
You are invited to come decorate your own gingerbread house for 
the holidays!  Registration is required for all gingerbread house 
events, except the Williamsburg Branch.  Visit www.clermont.lib.
oh.us  for dates, times, and registration information.

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 6, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. – Felicity Branch
Enjoy music, refreshments, and a visit from Santa!  All ages are welcome!  Call (513) 
876-4134 for more information.

Twilight Celebration
Friday, December 5, 6:30 p.m. – Goshen Branch
Teens are invited to bring a black cotton t-shirt to personalize as part 
of the Twilight celebration.  Enjoy food, games, and trivia.  For more 
information or to register, call (513) 722-1221.

Holiday Open House
Saturday, December 6, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. – New Richmond Branch
Everyone is invited to enjoy crafts, snacks, and music.  Come 
see the Resurrection Bell Ringers, singing by the Girl Scouts, and Russ Childers’ 
Appalachian Memories.  For more information or to register, call (513) 553-0570.

December Satellite 
Pet Adoptions

The Clermont County Humane 
Society offers satellite pet adop-
tions at the Eastgate Petsmart 
store on the following dates in 
December:

Saturday, December 6 
10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Saturday, December 20
 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Stop in and see some of the 
wonderful animals available 
for adoption!  If you are un-
able to make it to the satellite 
adoptions, stop by the Clermont 
County Animal Shelter anytime 
Monday through Saturday, from 
11 a.m. until 4 p.m.  For more 
information, call the shelter at 
(513) 732-8854.



Each year, CSE receives notice 
of the death of one or more 
parents of the children 
in our caseload.  
Many times, 
this notice 
comes to 
us urgently 
because the 
father-child 
relationship 
has not been 
established.  The 
result of this unfortu-
nate circumstance is that chil-

Tragedy With No End
By: Christel Brown, Child Support Enforcement (CSE)

dren have no legal connection to 
their father, paternal grandparents 

and other extended 
family members.  

Also, they are 
left with little 
or no op-
portunity to 
obtain impor-
tant medical 

information 
and may not 

have access to 
inheritance or gov-

ernment benefits such as social 

security, insurance, or veterans’ 
benefits.  The children find them-
selves enduring limited resources 
and often living in poverty.

What can you do? If you know of 
a child whose paternity has not 
been established, encourage their 
parents or custodians to contact 
our office.  There is no expense to 
families for uncontested paternity 
establishments.  They do not have 
to take the risk that their child may 
someday be asking why they failed 
to protect his or her rights!   This 
service could make a world of dif-
ference to a child you know. 

On Wednesday, November 19, 
2008, six individuals graduated 
from the Clermont County Sher-
iff’s Office Corrections Officer 
Academy.  Chad Noble, from 
Brown County, was named class 
Valedictorian.  All other graduates 
are from Clermont County.

New Graduates!
By: Sgt. Bill Hogue, Sheriff’s Office

Pictured above: Chad Noble, Bethany Samples, Joel Gilpin, James 
Spencer, Eric Whitaker, and Dawn Rios.

During the five week course, the 
students were taught by 11 different 
instructors, covering a wide range of 
correctional topics, such as suicide 
prevention, interpersonal communica-
tions, unarmed self defense, ethics and 
professionalism, cell searches, crisis 
intervention, and handling medical 
emergencies.

Holidays at Promont

Between November 28 and Jan-
uary 11, celebrate the holidays 
at Promont House Museum 
in Milford.  This year's theme 
is "Yes, Virginia, There is a 
Santa Claus!" sponsored by the 
Greater Milford Area Historical 
Society. Promont serves as the 
backdrop for an old-fashioned 
Christmas, featuring vintage 
Santas and classic Victorian 
decorations throughout the 
mansion. 

For more information, visit the 
Web site www.MilfordHistory.
net.



The holiday shopping season 
can be a busy and stressful time 
and it is important to always pay 
attention to your surroundings. 
Following these tips can help you 
prevent being a victim of theft, 
robbery, or burglary. 

• Keep your purse with you at all 
times, don’t leave it in a shop-
ping cart 
• Carry your wallet or cash in 
your front pocket. 
• Don’t carry large amounts of 
cash; pay for purchases with 
checks or a credit card, if pos-
sible. 
• If you lose your credit card 
while shopping, notify the card 
issuer immediately to prevent 
unauthorized credit card use 
(keep a list of credit card account 
information and contact numbers 
in a safe place at home to aid in 
contacting companies in case of 
theft).
• Some thieves may look in 
parking lots for packages left in 
vehicles. Place purchases in the 
trunk of your car, or out of sight. 
• If shopping at night, park in a 
well lit area.
• Keep your car locked at all 
times; when returning to your 
vehicle, have your keys ready 
to unlock the door, and check 
the interior of the vehicle before 
opening.
• Minimize shopping at night or 
alone, and be wary of strangers 
approaching you for any reason.
• Consider online shopping with 
reputable merchants. 

Safety is also important in the 
home. Don’t make your Christ-

Holiday Shopping Safety
By: Rick W. Combs, Chief Deputy, Clermont County Sheriff's Office

mas tree and gifts easily vis-
ible through an outside win-
dow making them an easy 
target for burglars. Home 
burglaries have increased 
through much of Clermont 
County during 2008.

If you are going out of town 
for the holidays, don’t leave 
an answering machine mes-
sage that indicates you’re 
out of town, which would 
give a potential intruder a 
time frame of when to break 
into your home. To make 
your home look lived-in, 
use a timer on your home 
lights while away, and ar-
range for someone to pick 
up your mail and put out 
your trash cans. Give any spare 
keys to trusted neighbors or family 
members instead of hiding them 
near doors. Burglars know typical 
hiding places. 

After Christmas, break down 
descriptive (TV, stereo, computer) 
packing boxes before placing them 
out with the trash.  Burglars can get 
an idea of what items are in your 
house by the boxes left out with 
your trash.

Have a safe and Happy Holiday 

Although many believe the Friday after Thanksgiving is the 
busiest shopping day of the year, it is not. 

The Friday and Saturday before December 25 are the two 
busiest shopping days of the year.

Druids believed 
mistletoe had a 
special heal-
ing power, 
and used to 
decorate their 
homes with it to celebrate the 
coming of winter.  Scandinavians 
viewed mistletoe as a plant of 
peace and harmony, and associ-
ated it with the ancient goddess 
of love, Frigga, which is why it is 
now a custom to kiss under the 
mistletoe.

Mistletoe



The Clermont County Auditor’s 
Office would like to remind 
all dog owners that 2009 dog 
licenses can be purchased from 
December 1, 2008 
through January 31, 
2009.  The cost for 
each license is $14 
and all license fees go 
directly to the opera-
tion of the Clermont 
County Humane 
Society for the rescue, 
care, and housing of 
our community’s lost 
and homeless ani-
mals. 
 
There are several 
ways to purchase a 
dog license; if you had a previ-
ous dog license you will receive 
a blue postcard with the infor-
mation about your dog.  You can 
sign the card, enclose a check 
made payable to the Clermont 
County Treasurer, with a self 
addressed stamped envelope 
and mail to our office at 101 
E. Main Street, Batavia, Ohio, 
45103.  You may also stop by 
our office and purchase your 
dog license.  Dog licenses can 
also be purchased via the inter-
net or at one of our local ven-
dors.  A complete list of vendor 
locations and a link to purchase 
tags via the internet is available 
at our Web site www.clermon-
tauditor.org.

The Ohio Revised Code 955.01 
requires that all dogs three 
months of age and older must be 

Make Sure Your Dog is Licensed
By: Cindy White, Auditor’s Office

licensed annually.  One benefit of 
licensing dogs is if a pet gets lost, a 
Good Samaritan or the dog warden 
can quickly notify the owner and 

see that the dog 
is returned home 
safely.  Please 
purchase your 
dog license 
before January 
31, because the 
price doubles 
to $28 after that 
date.

If you have any 
questions please 
call our office 
Monday through 
Friday at (513) 

732-7150 between the hours of 8 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Is your home ready for winter?  The Ohio Committee for 
Severe Weather Awareness recommends cutting and removing 
low-hanging and dead tree branches near your home; ice, snow, 
and strong winds can cause tree limbs to break and fall.  Have 
your gutters cleaned; snow and ice can build up quickly, if gut-
ters are clogged with debris.  Have auxiliary heaters, furnaces, 
and fireplaces checked or serviced before they are used.

Christmas was declared a 
federal holiday on June 
26, 1870 under President 
Ulysses S. Grant.



Falls are the leading cause of 
injury deaths among adults 
age 65 and older, and accord-
ing to the Centers for Disease 
Control, one in 
three adults age 
65 and older fall 
each year.

Fortunately, falls 
among older 
adults can be 
prevented.   In 
fact, several 
steps can be tak-
en to reduce the 
risk, including 
having a safety inspection done 
on your home, exercise regular-
ly to increase strength and im-
prove balance, ask a physician 
to review medications to reduce 
the risk of harmful side effects, 
have a vision check at least 
once a year, improve lighting in 
the home, and reduce hazards 
in the home that can lead to 
falls such as eliminating throw 
rugs and extension cords.

The Senior Safety Program is 
part of the Clermont County 
Health District and key coali-
tion members include local fire 
and EMS departments, Cler-
mont County Senior Services, 
Clermont County Community 
Services, and other organiza-
tions interested in senior safety. 
Home safety checks are con-
ducted by trusted members of 
the community, mainly fire and 
EMS department personnel 
who volunteer to perform the 
checks. 

Free Home Safety Checks for Seniors
If you are 65 years or older and 
are interested in scheduling a free 
home safety inspection, contact 
Carol Kisner, (513) 735-8412, or 

Nancy Burke, RN, 
(513) 735-8407, at the 
Nursing Division of 
the Clermont County 
General Health Dis-
trict.   After receiving 
a home safety inspec-
tion and having fall 
risks identified, you 
can be eligible for a 
free grab bar installed 
in your home. 

 A word of caution about deals 
that sound too good to be true.  
The Ohio State Highway Patrol 
has arrested two New York men 
in Toledo and charged them with 
counterfeiting.  Over 20 large trash 
bags stuffed with 618 fake purses 
were found with a street value of 
over $100,000.  
Counterfeit Coach, 
Louis Vuitton, 
Chanel and Gucci 
purses were found.  
 
According to Patrol investigators, 
counterfeiting is a means of fund-
ing for a variety of criminal en-
terprises, such as terrorism, street 
gangs, and organized crime. Often 
times these products are manufac-
tured in sweat shops, in very poor 
conditions, where workers make 
next to nothing and there is little 
concern for the health or well-being 
of either worker or consumer.

Bogus Bags Confiscated 
in Toledo

Electric lights 
for trees were 
first used  in 
1895.

Pet Pictures with Santa

Has your 
dog or cat 
been extra 
good this 
year?  If so, 
bring your 
furry kids to 
the Eastgate 
Petsmart 
store in 
December 

to have their picture taken with 
the one and only Santa Claus!  
With a Pet Perks card (avail-
able at Petsmart), digital photo 
packets are $9.95; from every 
packet sold, $5 goes directly to 
the Clermont County Humane 
Society.

Pet Pictures will be taken from 
11 a.m. until 4 p.m. on the fol-
lowing dates: 

Saturday, December 6
Sunday, December 7

Saturday, December 13
Sunday, December 14

Children and other family 
members are welcome to have 
their pictures taken with Santa 
too!  For more information 
about Pet Pictures with Santa, 
call the Clermont County Ani-
mal Shelter at (513) 732-8854.



As we begin our annual effort 
to help children for Christmas 
2008, I feel for-
tunate to have 
caring individ-
uals to sponsor 
our children 
in need.  This 
year, there are 
approximately 
350 children 
in Clermont 
County who 
will need your 
help to have a 
happy holiday!

Our goal this 
year will be 
to have all gifts purchased for 
the Community Toy Chest (the 
Department of Job and Family 
Services’ annual sponsor-a-fos-
ter child gift program), turned in 
to Children’s Protective Services 
by Monday, December 15, 2008.  
This target date will allow our 
staff time to deliver the beauti-

Community Toy Chest 
By: Sanna Gast, DJFS

fully wrapped gifts prior to the 
holiday.

If you are interested 
in sponsoring a 
child or family for 
the holidays, please 
e-mail Sanna Gast 
at gasts@odjfs.state.
oh.us.  You will 
receive the wish list 
of a child or family; 
the Community Toy 
Chest program en-
sures all children in 
foster care will have 
a happy holiday!

Once you purchase 
gifts for your sponsored child, 
DJFS asks that you wrap the pack-
ages, including tags to identify 
which child the gifts are for.   

Thank you very much for your gen-
erous support in the past, and we 
look forward to a successful 2008 
holiday season!

Second Chances

Ladybird is a lovely lab/pointer 
mix, who is at least seven years 
old.  She’s already been spayed, 
and is one of the favorites among 
the kennel attendants at the shel-
ter!  She is friendly, loves to go for 
walks, and has been at the shelter 
for way too long (since August).  It 
looks like she’s winking at you, but 
she actually shuts her eyes when 
the flash goes off.

Lovable Lucy is a spayed Siamese 
cat, eight years old, and front de-
clawed.  Unfortunately, Lucy was 
abandoned by her owner, and has 
been at the shelter since October.  
She is very friendly and sweet, 
and would love nothing more than 
to crawl up on your lap and take 
a nap.  Both Lucy and Ladybird 
would make a great addition to any 
home!

If you are interested in Lucy, La-
dybird, or any of the great animals 
available for adoption at the Cler-
mont County Animal Shelter, call 
(513) 732-8854.

If water and ice are clear, then why does snow look white? 

The short answer is that snowflakes have so 
many light-reflecting surfaces they scatter 
the light into all of its colors, so snow ap-
pears white. The longer answer has to do with 
the way the human eye perceives color. Even 
though the light source might not be truly 
white light (e.g., sunlight, fluorescent, and 
incandescent all have a particular color), the 
human brain compensates for a light source. 
Thus, even though sunlight is yellow and scat-

tered light from snow is yellow, the brain sees snow as white because 
the whole picture received by the brain has a yellow tint that is auto-
matically subtracted. 



On the Move is a service of 
the Board of Clermont Coun-
ty Commissioners.  For more 
information about any of the 
articles included in this pub-
lication, contact Kathy Lehr 
or Rebecca Kimble in the 
Office of Public Information 
at (513) 732-7597 or e-mail 
klehr@co.clermont.oh.us.  

In the Kitchen with Margaret
By: Margaret Jenkins, OSU Extension-Clermont

Blue Ribbon Peanut Butter Fudge
2008 Clermont County Fair Blue Ribbon Winner

 (Makes about 96 - 1” servings)

Ingredients

4½ cups sugar
1 tsp. salt (optional)
2 sticks butter or margarine (1 cup)
2 cups peanut butter (18 oz. jar)
1 large can evaporated milk
1 tsp. vanilla
28 large marshmallows
 
Directions

1. Combine sugar, butter, milk, marshmallows, and salt in a   
 heavy 3 quart sauce pan.
2. Heat to boiling over low heat, stirring constantly. 
3. Cook until it reaches 234° (soft-ball stage - a small
 amount of mixture dropped into very cold water     
 forms a soft ball which flattens on removal from water).
4. Remove from heat. 
5. Add peanut butter and vanilla.
6. Stir constantly combining all ingredients until smooth.
7. Pour into buttered 9 X 13 inch pan.
8. Cool and cut into 1” squares.

NUTRITION FACTS PER SERVING:  1” square
62 calories, 1 g total fat, 0 mg cholesterol, 12 g carbohydrates, <1 g 
protein, <1 g dietary fiber, 19 mg sodium

Winter Weather Terms

The National Weather Service uses 
numerous terms over the winter 
months to describe impending 
weather conditions.  Here are a 
few:

Winter Weather Advisory (freez-
ing rain) means less than 1/4 inch 
ice accumulation (occurring or 
imminent)

Winter Storm Warning (freezing 
rain) means 1/4 inch or more of ice 
accumulation (occurring or immi-
nent)

Winter Storm Watch (freezing 
rain) means 1/4 inch or more of ice 
accumulation (expected to begin in 
more than 12 to 24 hours)

Winter Weather Advisory (snow/
sleet) means 2 inches in 24 hours 
(occuring or imminent)

Winter Storm Warning (snow/
sleet) means 4 inches or more in 24 
hours (occuring or imminent)

Winter Storm Watch (snow/sleet) 
means 4 inches in 24 hours (ex-
pected to begin in more than 12 to 
24 hours)


