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Date: June 17, 2009  
 
To: Parents and Guardians 
 
From:  Barbara J. Bonifas, Chief Executive Officer 
  Ann Copple, Volunteer Day Camp Director  
 
Subject: Black Bear Sighting 
 
 
In the past few weeks there have been reports of sightings of a young black bear in Warren County. Upon hearing 
these early reports, we contacted the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR), Division of Wildlife to 
seek their guidance, since we have three camp properties in Warren County. Camp staff have complied with 
ODNR’s recommendations regarding precautions.  Their precautions about black bears reinforced our standard 
practices as they relate to the natural setting in which our camps are located.   
 
Last night, June 16, 2009, the bear was seen at Camp Butterworth, where your daughter is participating in day 
camp this week. The camp ranger immediately contacted ODNR, who asked the Hamilton Township Police to 
respond to camp. The Hamilton Township Police Officer talked with all the girls, leaders and staff last evening to 
reinforce our procedures. She emphasized the following two key issues: 
 

• Black bears are generally non-aggressive. 
• Any food attractants must be removed from the area – so no food in sleeping quarters, garbage cans 

should emptied or stored in a secure area, especially at night, etc. 
 
As a precaution, last night all staff and girls at camp were moved to secure lodges to sleep. In addition, during 
camp activities, the girls were kept together in large groups, were encouraged to sing when walking from one unit 
to another, and food and garbage guidelines were followed. The bear was seen again this morning at camp and the 
police and ODNR have agreed to continue to monitor camp. We will continue to assess the situation with the 
assistance of the Hamilton Township Police and ODNR. 
 
Our primary concern is always the health and safety of the girls we serve.  All activities are planned and carried 
out in accordance with program standards and guidelines established by Girl Scouts of the USA, which are 
designed to safeguard the well-being of both girl and adult members.   
 
Please feel free to contact us if you have additional questions. As always, the health and safety of your daughter is 
of utmost importance to us. We will keep you informed of further developments. 
 
 
Our Mission 

Girl Scouting builds girls of courage, confidence, and character,                          
who make the world a better place. 


