
CITY OF LOVELAND 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mayor and Council 

FROM: Tom Carroll, City Manager 

RE.: Cincinnati Circus - Memorandum 72 

DATE: June 24, 2011 

This report provides information about a proposal that has been made to staff by Cincinnati 
Circus Company to install and operate a flying trapeze at Loveland Station for the balance of 
the summer season. 

 
Background: 

Staff was recently contacted by Mr. Dave Willacker, founder and owner of Cincinnati Circus 
Company, about his interest to setup and operate a temporary flying trapeze at Loveland 
Station. Dave’s father-in-law is a Loveland resident and plays the role of Santa Claus at our 
annual Christmas in Loveland event. 

Mr. Willacker founded this business in 2000 with a vision to provide a unique form of circus 
entertainment in Greater Cincinnati. Since its inception, the company has expanded its 
entertainment options and has performed all over the country. Current entertainment 
offerings include “living statues”, magic and puppet shows, corporate entertainment, aerial 
acrobatics, a circus school, team building and a flying trapeze. Cincinnati Circus performers 
have appeared in movies and in TV programs on the TLC and ONN cable networks. The 
mission of Cincinnati Circus Company is “help everyone experience circus arts.” 

The Cincinnati Circus Company participates in many charitable events including substantial 
work with children in need. 

Cincinnati Circus has successfully operated a flying trapeze at Newport on the Levee, 
Western Sports Mall and Cincinnati Mills Mall. At the Loveland Station location, the 
company would offer training, free demonstrations and corporate team building events. If 
successful, Cincinnati Circus is interested in finding an indoor facility somewhere in the City 
in which to operate a trapeze during the winter months. Cincinnati Circus will obtain all the 
necessary permits, inspections and insurance coverage to meet the requirements of the City’s 
Building & Zoning Department and Planning & Zoning Commission. 

Staff has been working to develop a more effective economic development and job creation 
marketing strategy by capitalizing on Loveland’s unique amenities and attracting the interest 
of potential new residents, business owners and customers. Staff believes the Cincinnati 
Circus proposal is aligned with these marketing efforts. Combined with several recent lease 



signings in our historic district and the success of the Farmers Market, this additional 
amenity will further attract residents to the downtown and support current and future 
businesses in our central business district. 

The Loveland Station site more commonly referred to as the Picciano property is owned by 
the Loveland Community Improvement Corporation (the “CIC”) rather than the City, so a 
public hearing is not necessary at this time to grant short term permission to use the corner 
of West Loveland and Second Street for the Cincinnati Circus to operate a flying trapeze 
starting in the next few weeks. Simple permission from the CIC Board is all that is 
necessary. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the CIC move to allow the Cincinnati Circus to operate on CIC 
property provided sufficient insurance is in place and other regulatory permits are obtained.

XC: Community Improvement Corporation Board 



Prepared by: Gary Vidmar, Assistant City Manager 


