
VOTERS TO CONSIDER MAY LEVY

Members of the Little Miami state Financial Planning and Supervision 
Commission took action Thursday, January 27 to place a five-year, 13.95 
mill levy on the May ballot. The levy, if passed, will place the district on the 
road to recovery by ensuring the existence of the Little Miami School 
District and its return to solvency.

Ohio Department of Education's Assistant Director of Financial Services 
Roger Hardin, who chaired the January meeting, said the state oversight 
commission’s plan combines passage of the levy with additional 
reductions.

"Our goal is to implement a recovery plan that quickly returns control of 
the district back to the local board," said Mr. Hardin.

At their December meeting, the oversight commission directed the district 
to make $1.2 million in cuts for the 2011-2012 school year, including:
# Reducing the credits needed to graduate from 24 to 20;
# Switching the high school from trimesters to semesters;
# Eliminating teaming at the junior high;
# Closing Hamilton-Maineville Elementary School; and
# Cutting additional teachers.

If the levy passes, it would cost $427 per year for every $100,000 of 
property valuation. This equates to $35.60 a month. It will raise 
approximately $10.6 million a year.

"This levy comes at a critical time in our district," said Treasurer Shaun 
Bevan. "We are anticipating additional cuts in our state funding – as much 
as 20 percent – for next school year."

At their meeting, the state commission also passed a resolution allowing 
Little Miami Schools to hold extracurricular activities for the 2011-2012 
school year as long as the programs are self-supporting and are no cost to 



the district's operating expenses. The Little Miami Board of Education will 
evaluate the pay-to-play fees to make the final decision.

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Little Miami Local Schools is preparing for kindergarten registration for the 
2011-2012 school year. Registration packets may be picked up between 7 
a.m. and 4 p.m. at the Salem Township Elementary Kindergarten Building, 
605 Welch Road, Morrow, OH 45152. Registration will be held at Salem on 
Wednesday, Feb. 16, 5-8 p.m.; Tuesday, March 22, noon–6 p.m.; and 
Wednesday, May 11, 4–7 p.m. If you have any questions, please call Nancy 
Journeay at 513-899-5116 or 513-518-2531. Please view the 
"Kindergarten Registration" link on the district’s homepage 
(www.littlemiamischools.com) for more information.

SUSAN GANIM RECONGIZED AS CERTIFIED EMIS PROFESSIONAL

The Board of the Ohio Association of EMIS Professionals (OAEP) recently 
recognized Little Miami Local School District’s EMIS Professional, Susan 
Ganim, as a Certified EMIS Professional (CEP). This designation recognizes 
Mrs. Ganim’s time, dedication, and understanding of EMIS data.

"We are very proud of the work that Mrs. Ganim does for Little Miami 
Schools," said Superintendent Dan Bennett. "Her work is crucial to how we 
report our student data to the state, which is the key factor in how our 
funding is determined. Mrs. Ganim is very detail-oriented, and her extensive 
knowledge of the district and state requirements makes her a great asset. 
We’re very fortunate to have her as a member of our team."

Mrs. Ganim has worked for Little Miami Schools for 10 years. As EMIS Data 
Manager, she manages the data entered at each of the district's five 
school buildings by secretaries and principals, as well as data entered 
regarding personnel, student services, and the treasurer’s office. She runs 
reports through the Ohio Department of Education and meticulously 
checks to ensure the data is accurate and complete. Making sure Little 



Miami's students are counted properly is imperative so the district receives 
all of the state funding for which the district qualifies.

According to the OAEP, a crucial piece of the certification and its 
maintenance is professional development. The plan incorporates many 
hours of training within the district, meetings conducted by the Ohio 
Department of Education and OAEP, and regional training.

UPCOMING EVENTS
# February 8: 90-minute delayed start
# February 15: Little Miami Local Schools Board of Education meeting, 7 
p.m., Little Miami High School Auditorium
# February 17: Financial Planning and Supervision Commission meeting, 6 
p.m., Little Miami High School auditorium
# February 21: Presidents' Day, No School
# March 7: No School, Teacher In-service

SALEM STUDENTS EXCITED ABOUT SCIENCE

Teachers at Salem Township Primary School are creating hands-on, 
investigative opportunities for first- and second-grade students.

Recently, these students were studying forces and motion. As part of the 
lessons, they were challenged with creating a car from cardboard cylinders. 
Students then put their creations to the test by racing their cars.

To help build enthusiasm for science, the teachers have been extremely 
resourceful in gathering supplies for the many hands-on activities planned 
throughout the year. They began with a "wish tree" in the lobby. Parents 
took a "wish" and provided the supplies.

Thank you to the generosity and support of our parents!

WOMEN’S CHORALE PERFORMS AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE



On Thursday, January 27, the Little Miami High School Select Women's 
Chorale performed at the Ohio Music Education Association/Music 
Educators National Conference North Central Convention. The ladies were 
selected through audition from more than 150 applicants in the five-state 
region. They also were the only women's chorale that sang at the 
convention. This year, the conference was held at the Duke Energy 
Convention Center in downtown Cincinnati. Approximately 9,000 people 
attended the conference.

The Women’s Chorale, directed by teacher Sarah Baker, includes:

Soprano I: Stephani Cornett, Holly Gale, Kaitlyn Hawkins, Hannah Kelling, 
Claire Schad, Samantha Stephenson, Erin Swager;

Soprano II: Emily Diss, Angie Duncan, Brooke Fleischman, Lisa Franklin, 
Maddy Grossl, Keighley Harrison, Olivia Hill, Laura Kneip, Lea Verlin;

Alto: Cindy Capella, Summer Davis, Lauren Ihnat, Bekah Montgomery, Katie 
Sanders, Brianna Yarbrough; and

Alto II: Bethany Brose, Athena Brown, Hannah Gregor, Heaven Harden, 
Claire Kelling. Their accompanist is Kathy Loomis.

LM STUDENTS ATTEND LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

Little Miami High School students enrolled in programs at the Warren 
County Career Center recently attended the SkillsUSA National Leadership 
Conference. Team members Brent Taylor in Senior Automotive Collision, 
SkillsUSA National Vice President Emily Combs in Senior Cosmetology, and 
Jackson Ertel in Junior Graphic Arts visited with U.S. Rep. Jean Schmidt 
while attending the conference in January. The team won a Gold Medal in 
Opening/Closing Ceremony and a Silver Medal in Quiz Bowl.

PROJECT EXCELLENCE SEEKS TEACHER NOMINATIONS



The Area Progress Council’s Project Excellence program is seeking teacher 
nominations as it enters its twenty-fourth year of honoring public 
educators in Warren County. Since the project began in 1988, 535 
educators have been selected. Teachers will be selected from each of the 
county’s school districts.

The educators will be honored May 3 at a recognition banquet to be held 
at the Warren County Career Center.

If you know of a public educator who "makes a difference," you are 
encouraged to submit a nomination via mail or email. A teacher cannot be 
selected if he/she has not been nominated. Nomination forms may be 
obtained from the Little Miami website. Nominations are due March 4.

Project Excellence is a nonprofit foundation made possible by the volunteer 
efforts of visionary business leaders who are interested in the quality of 
public education in Warren County. It is funded solely through the 
generous contributions of supportive Warren County individuals, industries 
and businesses. The current endowment is valued at more than $1 million. 
To date the program has awarded $385,900.

Formally organized in 1969, APC is a nonprofit, non-political organization 
interested in the economic and social progress of Warren County. It is 
devoted to the study, investigation and promotion of activities to plan and 
prepare for the future.

For more information regarding APC/Project Excellence contact Arla 
Tannehill (513)932-8228 or go to www.OhioInfo.org .

BASKETBALL FOR FOOD

Rivals Little Miami and Kings set aside their differences for a good cause. 
When the girls basketball teams went head-to-head January 27, they 
partnered to fight hunger through "Basketball for Food."



According to Warren County Commissioner Pat South, who headed the 
countywide “Fighting Hunger, Feeding Hope” drive, local food pantries are 
struggling to keep their shelves stocked amid increasing need and 
increasing food costs. Her challenge this season was to raise at least 25 
tons of food and $10,000 for pantries across the county.

Those attending the game were asked to donate canned goods or cash to 
help stock the shelves of local food pantries.

"This is a great way to get our students involved in helping those who are 
less fortunate and to stress the importance of giving back to the 
community," said Athletic Director Rob Blanton.

During the food drive, more than 19 tons of food and nearly $40,000 were 
donated to the county’s eight food pantries.

ALUMNI BANQUET

The Little Miami Alumni Association will hold its annual banquet on May 14, 
2011 at 6 p.m. at Belwood Country Club. For more information, please 
contact Julia Hayes at 513-899-2551. 


